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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY O‘EFENSE

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301

+

INTERNATIONAL
SECURITY AFFAIRS

o)

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

SUBJECT: The Deputy Secretary's Meeting with Minister of Interior Guiga
(Tunisia) (U)

(U) Time and Place: July 14, 1981 at 1000 in the Deputy Secretary's office.

(U) Participants .

us Tunisia
The Deputy Secretary Minister of Interior
RADM Howe Driss Guiga
Mr. Hillebrandt (notetaker) Ambassador Ali Hedda

(C) After Deputy Secretary Carlucci's initial welcoming remarks, Minister
Guiga began by saying he was in Washington to talk to some of the Conaress-
men about the situation in Tunisia 25X1

L 25X1

(C) Mr. Guiga said his position includes responsibility for the internal defense
of Tunisia and talked about this function:

-- Internal defense is the duty of interior forces sepafate from the Army,
including police forces, national guard; and a special force.

-- Tunisia is concerned about the problem of internal security because Qadhafi
is building a kind of '"center of international terrorism''; training people |
from all parts of the world including Tunisia, Sudan, and Egypt.

-- More than 2,500 Tunisians are in training in Libya, most of them involved
because it is a way to ''get money''. :

-- If it goes on too long there will be a very strong international terrorist
organization.

-~ The growing problem, as he sees it, is not to face up to Libya's regular Army,
but to be prepared to face its international terrorist army.

== Tunisia's security problem is further compounded by the fact that Tunisia
is a very open country with easy access by tourists, etc. ‘
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(S) Mr. Guiga said internal security is a goal Tunisia is pushing:

-- Tunisia is improving its capability with more training but that is not enough.
. fn ﬁ‘-'l‘! ‘%‘Qv\&._‘Q-RlGQQ")-S\)U"%
-- They are thinking about creating a—special—greup“to,combat terrorism.’ -
kel

25X1

~-- They believe Qadhafi will someday try again in a more sophisticated way
than Gafsa.

-~ Tunisia must create a stong anti-terrorist group, fast moving and with light
: i h al. Q =
arms; that is the go | ///1b ! }.ujb\z+ﬁ:vdigﬂdjlt
-- Tunisia hopes to get assistance from its friends with training, equipment, etc.

(s) 25X1
25X1

‘DOD can also be of assistance undei/;hé'lMET program to help create a 25X1
miTitary unit with a rapid reaction capability.” He said Gafsa was an example

of both internal and external aggression, which is why there must be close

cooperation; he recommended that any activities be coordinated 25X1
with what the Tunisian military is doing with DoD. The Deputy Secretary said that
General Escheikh had been informed that we are prepared to send a group in late

July for discussions and specific planning, to be followed by a larger training

group later, probably a twelve-man team.

(C) Mr. Guiga asked if there was any way the US could provide equipment for this
purpose. The Deputy Secretary responded that we would have to do that under the
FMS program; he said that he knew what we were providing -- $95 million in FY 82
FMS credit -- was not enough for all the things Tunisia wanted to do, and that
while there was hope that the program would be a mixture of grants and credits,
that decision was in the hands of the Congress.

(C) Mr. Guiga asked about the possibility of surplus equipment being made
available. The Deputy Secretary said that, although we had considerable
surplus after WWIl, it was long since gone and now anything given away must

be taken directly from US military stocks. Ambassador Hedda asked about the
phase out of old equipment as a source. The Deputy Secretary informed him that
older equipment is passed to National Guard and Reserve units where it is used
as long as it can be maintained. :

(C) Mr. Guiga said he was asked by President Bourguiba to give '"our friends

in America a message'': '""Please tell them that we need help in our effort to
combat international terrorism, not just more credits, but better delivery times
too." Mr. Guiga made reference to a four year delivery time for M60 tanks.

Mr. Hillebrandt said delivery would take approximately 2% years (availability
estimate in the LOA is 29 months from implementation).

(C) Mr. Carlucci said the US shares President Bourguiba's concern about
Qadhafi. He is a menace. We see no useful purpose in his large stockpiles
of military equipment.
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(C) Ambassador Hedda said the problem may be with us even after Qadhafi,
once there is an organization of international terrorism. It is important to
destroy the organization itself. :

(C) Mr. Guiga said there are lrish, Germans, Egyptians, Palestinians, Sudanese, -
Tunisians and many other nationalities involved -- it is a kind of Mafia -- a
Euro-Arabic-African terrorist organization.

(S) Mr. Carlucci said he very much sympathized with Tunisian concern about
Qadhafi and made the following points:

-- He has talked to Nimeiri who is also concerned, but Sudan's military capability
is very limited.

—

-~ There are weaknesses in Qadhafi's organization that can be used against him.
~-- Qadhafi has-clearly overreached himself in Chad.

-~ Qadhafi is now engaging in diplomatic initiatives to counter criticism,
which shows he is worried.

-- Indeed, the US intends to follow tougher policies against Libya and |
international terrorism.

-- Nimeiri thinks Qadhafi is controlled by the Soviets; he may not be,
but he is certainly an instrumentality of the Soviets.

-~_ It would help if Mr. Guiga talked to the Congress about Qadhafi.
(U) Ambassador Hedda said Mr. Guiga would meet with Senator Percy that afternoon.

(U) The Deputy Secretary suggested he also see Congressman Zablocki and
Congressman Long, and perhaps most important, the senior man on the Appropriations
Committee, Congressman Jamie Whitten.

(C) In closing, the Deputy Secretary said he and Secretary Weinberger had been
on the Hill earlier that morning to encourage the Congress to vote before the
summer recess on the Security Assistance authorization bill. If the bill is not
signed before the recess, we will be into September before it is signed, and to
the end of the year before credit is available -~ he said it was a difficult
situation ffgfhe did not want to mislead themo~ s $5acs

o

EONARD HILLEBRANDT
Assistant for North Africa

APPROVED: RADM J. Howe//M

SECRET

Approved For Release 2007/06/18 : CIA-RDP84B00049R001403560060-2




